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Community Overview

Newport Way Library’s Service Area Background

Newport Way Library is located along historic Newport Way in unincorporated King
County, bounded on virtually every corner by the City of Bellevue. The City of
Newcastle, which incorporated in 1994, is located south of the Newport Way
Library along Coal Creek Parkway. Each September, library staff promotes KCLS
and Newport Way Library programs at “Newcastle Days.” Many Newport Way
Library patrons come from the City of Newcastle, which does not currently provide
library services within its city limits. Passage of the 2004 capital replacement bond
measure could help remedy this situation.

In the early 1990°s area citizens voted to annex to the City of Bellevue; however,
they also voted against accepting a portion of Bellevue’s bonded indebtedness. As
a result, the City of Bellevue chose not to incorporate this part of the county.
Even today, annexation remains an issue of some contention within the
community. As King County looks at cost saving measures, and as annexation
procedures are simplified, it’s a matter of time before the Newport Way Library
and surrounding neighborhoods are annexed to the City of Bellevue.

There are no major industries in the Newport Way Library service area. Commerce
is composed of retail and technology, surrounded by densely populated community
neighborhoods. New housing and neighborhood construction is ongoing. By early
2004, the Lakemont community on Cougar Mountain will have more than 600 new
homes, one apartment complex and a small shopping center.

Factoria Mall, located west of the Library, started out as little more than a gas
station, a barbershop and a real estate office. Today, Factoria Mall is planning for
a phased “Town Square” project. Construction will include an upgrade to the
existing mall, and new apartments, town homes and offices.

KidsQuest Children’s Museum inside Factoria Mall launched a $3.5 million capital
campaign in 2002 and plans to provide children’s art, science and entertainment
exhibits and activities. To the east of Newport Way Library lies the Eastgate
Shopping Center, a smaller group of shops and services.

Plans are in the works to complete a new Bellevue Community Center at Eastgate
Park, located on the south side of Newport Way by 2006. The plan calls for a
32,000-square-foot community center, enlarged ball field, picnicking, play areas
and a storm water detention facility. When completed, the community center will
invite more traffic near the Library. There are currently no plans for a sidewalk
between the Newport Way Library and the proposed community center; however,
a number of other roadway improvements are planned, including a widening of
150" Avenue SE, new sidewalks, turn lanes, improved lighting and landscaping



along the road. Newport Way Library will remain an important community meeting
place even after the new community center is built.

During the past two years Newport Way to the west of the Library has also been
widened, traffic lights added, sidewalks improved, and landscaping and lighting
redesigned. These improvements were made to create more efficient traffic flow
patterns and provide safer conditions for pedestrian traffic.

History of the Newport Way Librar

In 1964, members of the Eastgate Community Club formed a “library committee”
to bring library service to unincorporated King County south of Interstate 90.
Library committee recommendations were incorporated into the “Library Location
Plan,” published by the King County Rural Library District in 1965. Shortly
afterwards, Charles Hutchins and family donated one acre of land on which to
build a new library, located between Newport Way and Allen Road.

The original “library committee” formally became the Newport Way Library
Association (NWLA) in April 1966 and included representatives from many
community organizations such as the Eastgate Community Club and the Hilltop
neighborhood. Leif Bjorseth, who spearheaded the original committee, was named
as first NWLA President and remains an active member today.

The King County Rural Library District’s 1966 bond issue provided funds for
construction of a library in the Newport Way area. Unfortunately, the land
donated by the Hutchins family proved unsuitable for construction. Instead KCLS
purchased the current site from the Aldersgate United Methodist Church.

Bassetti Architects was awarded the contract to design and build the new library.
The NWLA worked to ensure that the new library preserved the natural beauty of
the site and became an attractive and interesting place for residents to visit. Brick
carvings by local artist Richard S. Beyer, illustrating “man’s discovery of figures on
rock and his decision to worship them,” form an integral part of the library’s
interior walls. NWLA Board member Gervais Reed, a resident of the Hilltop
Community, was a prime mover in commissioning Harold Balazs to create the
enamel-on-steel panels entitled Primer, “an expression of the library’s mission and
place within the community.”

The 8,025-square-foot Newport Way Library opened its doors on August 10, 1970.
The Newport Way Library’s name was chosen because of its location on the
original road between Lake Washington and Issaquah.

The Newport Way Library Association (NWLA) deeded the original property
donated by the Hutchins family to the King County Rural Library District. The
Library District later sold the Hutchins property and proceeds from that sale
continue to be used by the NWLA in support of Library programs and collection.



Spearheaded by Barbara Spindel, NWLA President, the Newport Way Library’s
Sculpture Garden was created in 2001. The NWLA, KCLS and the Urban Garden
Habitat jointly support this project. Sculptures on loan from the Urban Garden
Habitat include “Lady,” by artist Barry Namm and “Meornen,” by artist Bill
Cooper. The NWLA has also purchased the “Herb Mutschler Memorial Bench,” by
artist Sam Davis and “Cairn,” a stone sculpture of granite and andesite by artist
Kirk McLean. The Urban Garden Habitat loaned the Library an additional sculpture
entitled “Endless Column,” a fountain by Barry Namm, which was installed in the
Library’s courtyard garden in December 2003.

Through the continuing support of the NWLA, the library is also able to provide a
variety of programs for all ages such as author visits, writers’ workshops and Story
Times in a variety of world languages.

Newport Way Library’s Service Area Toda

The Newport Way Library is located in a pocket of unincorporated King County
close to mainstays of Bellevue, such as Factoria Mall and Bellevue Community
College. Newport Way is also the closest library to the City of Newcastle
(population 7,731), which currently does not have a library.

The 2000 Census shows that the population of the Newport Way Library service
area is about 31,595, an increase of 9% from 1990. Nearly 25% of the total
population in the Newport Way Library service area is under 17 years of age.

The 2000 Census also indicates that the City of Bellevue’s population is 20% Asian
(38.1% Chinese, 19.4% Japanese, 14.8% Korean). The population served by the
Newport Way Library supports this finding. The largest Asian population at the
Library tends to be Chinese immigrants and second generation Chinese-Americans.
The next largest group is comprised of second and third generation Japanese-
Americans. An increasing number of Korean immigrants and Spanish speaking
patrons are also using the library. These groups often request materials in their
native languages, with specific demand for children’s materials.

There are two Spanish immersion public school programs within the Newport Way
Library service area: Sunset/Puesta del Sol (serving grades K through 5) and
Newport High School (serving grades 9 through 12). There are also several
independent language education programs within our service area, which often use
the Newport Way Library meeting room, including the Seattle Chinese School,
United Bellevue Korean School and the Vietnamese School.

Newport Way Library Toda

While physically one of the smallest “large” libraries by nearly 2,000-square-feet,
circulation statistics indicate that Newport Way is one of the busiest “large”



libraries in the System. In 2003, circulation increased 14% from 2002, twice the
average System-wide increase.

There are 23,778 patrons registered at the Newport Way Library, nearly 7,500 are
children or young adults. School assignments and homework constitute the bulk of
reference services and collection development demands at this Library. Multiple
copies of popular titles are necessary to meet assignment needs.

Although many families in the area own computers there is high demand for this
technology in the library. Librarians are busy assisting patrons with KCLS online
databases and the Internet. Computers are heavily used after school and on
weekends. Patrons must often wait in line for a computer station.

Newport Way Library serves three school districts: Bellevue, Issaquah and Renton,
including seven public elementary schools, one middle school and one high school.
Eight private schools including two K-6" grade schools, one 5-12" grade school and
one high school, are also assigned to the Newport Way Library service area. There
are about 8,000 school-aged children in the Newport Way Library service area.
There are also nearly 3,000 preschool children served by five preschools, two
“Kidreach” sites, 11 licensed “center-based” childcare facilities and 24 “family
home” childcares.

Education standards are high and students work hard to do well. This is evidenced
by the June 2, 2003 issue of Newsweek Magazine, which named Newport High
School as one of the “Top 20 High Schools in the nation. A high percentage of
students are expected to attend college, so the Newport Way Library is heavily
used as a homework resource center. Study Zone has been offered for three years
to support these students and the meeting room has been reserved for Study Hall
most weekdays after school for the past four years.

Children’s librarians offer four Story Times each week for children from birth to
age five, a weekly family story hour and Saturday programs for children ages 5 and
older. Special events and programs for children of all ages are provided by KCLS or
sponsored by the NWLA. Ready-Set-Read, Poetry Month and Teen Read Month
programs are presented to appreciative school audiences. The Teen Services staff
visit schools to book talk, distribute library cards and promote Ready-Set-Read and
the Summer Reading Program. They also promote KCLS electronic resources and
services, and provide training for students, school librarians and teachers.

For the past four years, the Children’s and Teen Services librarians have worked
together to provide KaTTs (Kids & Teens Reading Together), a summer program
where elementary students read to teens. The Teen Services Librarian oversees
the teen volunteer program in which high school students can fulfill community
service requirements for graduation.



Community Study Recommendations

Education Initiative:
e Continue school book talk visits for children and teens
Recruit additional Study Zone Volunteers
Continue use of meeting room for open study hall after school
Promote TalkTime
Investigate offering additional literacy classes
Promote online databases
Partner with schools for continued online database training, and awareness
of library collections and services

Youth Initiative:
e Continue to promote Story Times for children of all ages
e Expand Story Time offerings in world languages, including Chinese, Spanish
and Korean
Improve visibility of teen area
Implement children’s and teen signage consistent with System standards
Continue evening family programs
Continue to support and promote teen volunteer program
Continue participation in Page Fellowship program

Reading Initiative:
e Promote Book Alert service and electronic resources
e Continue adult evening book group
e Support reader’s advisory training for staff
e Continue to work in partnership with Newport Way Library Association
(NWLA) in support of author programs
Provide resources and support for local reading groups
e Continue to offer writers’ workshops with the support of Newport Way
Library Association (NWLA)
e Support KaTTs (Kids & Teens Together) summer reading program

Facilities:
e Redesign floor plan for improved visibility with 2004 re-carpeting
Replace, enlarge and upgrade public restroom facilities
Replace existing teen area furnishings and shelving
Expand teen area to create a “Teen Zone”
Create attractive areas for teen and children’s areas bringing in color,
visibility and focus
Improve lighting throughout the building and parking area
e Continue to work with the Newport Way Library Association (NWLA) in
support of Sculpture Garden, grounds beautification and interior art



e Install plasma screen and create a quiet adult reading area
e Replace existing adult furniture and work stations
e Redesign workroom areas to better handle increased business

Collection:
e Develop Korean collection for children and adults
e Continue support for Chinese, Japanese and Spanish collections with
emphasis on children’s materials
e Emphasize homework resources
e Purchase multiple copies of homework materials in high demand
e Highlight new materials in display areas
e Continue to weed and refresh collection at all levels
e Continue to develop adult fiction collection

Technology:

e Increase number of Self-Checkout stations and continue to promote service

e Add additional workstations for patron and staff use
e Provide additional wireless support for building
e Continue to recruit Netmasters to teach basic computer courses

e Pursue alternative sites for holds pickup (remote 24-hour holds pickup kiosk)

e Implement print management

Community:

e Partner with local community organizations for programs and awareness,
such as KidQuest Children’s Museum

e Continue participation in Factoria Mall events

e Continue to participate in Newcastle Days

e Continue membership in Newcastle Chamber

e Welcome new Bellevue Community Center and explore partnerships for
programs and services

e Strengthen ties with cultural and educational groups in the community, such

as the Chinese American Association and United Bellevue Korean School






= 2001 - Newport Way Library’s Sculpture
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HISTORY ~

e 1964 - “Library Committee” is formed to
bring library service to unincorporated
King County south of Interstate 90

* 1965 - King County Rural Library District
publishes “Library Location Plan”

e 1966 - “Library Committee” becomes
Newport Way Library Association (NWLA)

e 1970 - The 8,025-square-foot Newport
Way Library opened its doors

Garden was created

* 2002 - NWLA purchases “Cairn,” a stone
sculpture of granite and andesite by
artist Kirk McLean
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DEMOGRAPHICS

* The population of the Newport Way Library service area is 31,595, an
increase of 9% from 1990

e Commonly heard languages include
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Spanish,
Vietnamese, German and Russian

* There is increasing demand for materials
in native languages, specifically children’s
materials

= There are 23,778 patrons registered at
the Newport Way Library (7,500 are
children or young adults)

« Nearly 25% of the population in this
service area is under 17 years of age
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Newport Way Library

SEUlEE Newcastle | King Count
POPULATION | Area g y
2000 2000
2000
TOTAL
SOPULATION 97,045 | 31,595 | 1,737,034
WHITE 71.9% 73.7% 75.7%
ASIAN 10.6% 17.4% 10.8%
March 2004
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2000
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AFRICAN ] ] .
* AMERICAN 7.3% 1.6% 5.4%
(.. | PAcIFIC ISLANDER |  0.7% 0.2% 0.5%
E_, NATIVE AMERICAN |  0.9% 0.4% 0.9%
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Community Study

Newport Way Library

Service .
Newcastle | King County
AGE Area 2000 5000
2000
17 AND UNDER 28.3% 23.4% 22.5%
18 AND OVER 71.7% 76.6% 77.5%
65 AND OVER 7.4% 6.6% 10.5%
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Service .
INCOME Area Newcastle | King County

Median $52,767 $80,320 $53,157
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COMMUNITY Newport Way Library

BUSINESS AND EMPLOYMENT

* Area commerce is comprised of retail
and technology

* The Factoria Mall’s new “Town
Square” project will include upgrades
to the existing mall, and new
apartments, town homes and offices

e KidsQuest Children’s Museum, inside
Factoria Mall, launched a $3.5 million
capital campaign to provide children’s
art and science exhibits

- The Eastgate Shopping Center, a small
group of shops and services, lies east
of the Library
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Community Study
COMMUNITY Newport Way Library

HOUSING

* The Newport Way Library’s service area is home to a mix of housing types
and densities ranging from single and multi-family housing developments,
to retirement and senior citizen complexes

* In 2004, the Lakemont community on Cougar Mountain will have more
than 600 new homes, one apartment complex and a small shopping center

March 2004




Community Study
COMMUNITY Newport Way Library

; ; a7
EDUCATION/SCHOOLS i D i

* The Library serves three school districts:
Bellevue, Issaquah and Renton

« Newport Way Library’s service area covers
7 elementary schools, 1 middle school, 1
high school and 8 private schools

- There are nearly 3,000 preschoolers A TR R — .
served by 5 preschools, 2 “Kidreach” sites
and 35 childcare facilities

.. = There are two Spanish Immersion public ——|L EE
| school programs

- Sunset/Puesta del Sol (grades K-5)
- Newport High School (grades 9-12)
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Community Study
COMMUNITY Newport Way Library

PARKS AND RECREATION

* A new Bellevue Community Center
at Eastgate Park should be complete
by 2006.

* The plan calls for a 32,000-square-
foot community center, enlarged
ball field, picnicking, play areas and
a storm water detention facility

* Each September, library staff
promotes KCLS library programs at
“Newcastle Days”

March 2004
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Newport Way Library
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EDUCATION INITIATIVE

e Continue school book talk visits for
children and teens W

* Recruit additional Study Zone Volunteers

= Continue use of meeting room for open
study hall after school

* Promote TalkTime

e Promote online databases

literacy classes

e Partner with schools for continued
awareness of library collections
and services

' March 2004
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Community Study
Newport Way Library

YOUTH INITIATIVE

« Continue promoting Story Times and evening
family programs

« Expand Story Time offerings in Chinese,
Spanish and Korean

e Continue to support and promote teen
volunteer program

« Implement consistent children’s and teen
sighage

« Improve visibility of
teen area

« Continue participation

in Page Fellowship
program

-
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Community Study

Newport Way Library

READING INITIATIVE

 Promote Book Alert service and electronic resources

e Continue adult evening book group
e Support reader’s advisory training for staff

= Work with the Newport Way Library Association
(NWLA) in support of author programs and writers’
workshops

* Provide resources and support for
local reading groups

e Support KaTTs (Kids & Teens
Together) summer reading program




Community Study

Newport Way Library

FACILITIES

* Redesign floor plan and improve lighting throughout the building
* Replace, enlarge and upgrade public restrooms
= Expand teen area to create a “Teen Zone” with new furnishings and shelving

 Work with the Newport Way Library Association (NWLA) to support Sculpture
Garden, grounds beautification and interior art

« Install plasma screen and create a quiet
adult reading area

. . Replace adult furniture and work stations

* Redesign workroom areas to
better handle increased
business

March 2004

Community Study

Newport Way Library

COLLECTION

« Develop Korean collection for children and
adults

* Further develop Chinese, Japanese and Spanish
collections with emphasis on children’s
materials

e Purchase multiple copies of homework materials
in high demand

.= Highlight new materials in
display areas

e Continue to weed and refresh
collection at all levels

« Continue to develop adult
fiction collection

March 2004




Community Study

Newport Way Library

TECHNOLOGY

e Pursue alternative and/or remote sites for 24-
hour holds pickup

* Add workstations for patron and staff use

e Continue to recruit Netmasters to teach basic
computer courses

« Provide additional wireless
support for building

e Increase number of Self-Checkout
stations

* Implement print
management
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Newport Way Library

COMMUNITY

* Partner with local community organizations for programs and awareness,
such as KidQuest Children’s Museum

« Continue participation in Factoria Mall events
« Continue to participate in Newcastle Days o

* Explore partnerships with new Bellevue
Community Center

* Continue Newcastle Chamber membership

« Strengthen ties with cultural and
educational groups in the community

March 2004

10





