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Nancy Pearl’s Suggestions 
 

The Color of Lightning – Jiles, Paulette 
Fieldwork – Berlinski, Mischa 
Little Bee – Cleave, Chris 
Mountains Beyond Mountains – Kidder, Tracy 
A Far Cry from Kensington – Spark, Muriel 
The Poisonwood Bible – Kingsolver, Barbara 
White Mischief – Fox, James 
Things Fall Apart – Achebe, Chinua 
King Leopold’s Ghost – Hochschild, Adam 
The Flame Trees of Thika – Huxley, Elspeth 
The Worst Hard Time – Egan, Timothy 
The Grapes of Wrath – Steinbeck, John 
Bad Lands – Raban, Jonathan 
Bel Canto – Patchett, Ann 
The Patron Saint of Liars – Patchett, Ann 
The Story of Edgar Sawtelle – Wroblewski, David 
So Long, See You Tomorrow – Maxwell, William 
In the Lake of the Woods – O’Brien, Tim 
A Lesson Before Dying – Gaines, Ernest 
Olive Kitteridge – Strout, Elizabeth 
The Help – Stockett, Kathryn 
The Sparrow – Russell, Mary Doria 
A Thread of Grace – Russell, Mary Doria 
Gaudy Night – Dorothy L. Sayers 
Ender’s Game – Card, Orson Scott 
The Hunger Games – Collins, Suzanne 
My Antonia – Cather, Willa 
Little Dorrit – Dickens, Charles 
Drood – Simmons, Dan 
When You Reach Me – Stead, Rebecca 
The Dive from Clausen’s Pier – Packer, Ann 
The Little Friend – Tartt, Donna 
In the Woods – French, Tana 
Alias Grace – Atwood, Margaret 
The Blind Assassin – Atwood, Margaret 
Maus – Spiegelman, Art 
The Photographer – Gaudriault, Caroline 
The Dispossessed – LeGuin, Ursula 
Nineteen Minutes – Picoult, Jodi 
What Happened to Anna K – Reyn, Irina 



The Forever War – Filkins, Dexter 
City of Thieves – Benioff, David 
Madonnas of Leningrad – Dean, Debra 
Mornings on Horseback – McCullough, David 
The Zookeeper’s Wife – Ackerman, Diane 
River of Doubt – Millard, Candice 
Anna Karenina – Tolstoy, Leo 
The Gate to Woman’s Country – Tepper, Sheri 


