
Armstrong, W.				J
Sounder
A young African American boy grows in 
courage and understanding through his 
relationship with his devoted dog Sounder.

Bridges, R.				JB
Through My Eyes
Ruby Bridges recounts the story of her 
involvement, as a six year-old, in the integration 
of her school in New Orleans in 1960.

Brooks, B.				J/Y
The Moves Make the Man
A black boy and an emotionally troubled white 
boy in North Carolina form a precarious friendship.

Cameron, A. 				J
Gloria’s Way
Gloria and her friends Huey, Julian and Latisha have 
lots of stories to tell and special times to share.

Cameron, A.				J
The Stories Julian Tells
Julian tells his best stories including how he 
got into trouble with his little brother Huey and 
what happened when Huey lost his tooth.

Carbone, E. 				J
Storm Warriors
Driven from home by the Ku Klux Klan, Nathan 
moves with his family to the desolate Pea 
Island on the Outer Banks of North Carolina.

Clifton, L.				J
The Times They Used to Be
A young black girl relates the adventures of the 
summer her Uncle Sunny died and her best friend 
broke out in sin because she wasn’t saved.

Collier, J.				J/Y
With Every Drop of Blood
While trying to transport food to Richmond, 
Virginia, during the Civil War, fourteen year-old 
Johnny is captured by a black Union soldier.

Curtis, C.				J/Y
Bud, Not Buddy
Bud, a boy living in Michigan during the Great 
Depression, leaves a bad foster home to try 
to find the man he believes to be his father.

Fenner, C. 				J
Yolonda’s Genius
Yolonda and her brother struggle to adjust to 
the move from Chicago to a smaller town.

Fox, P.				J
The Slave Dancer
Kidnapped by the crew of an Africa-
bound ship in 1840, 13 year-old Jessie 
discovers that his job is to play music for the 
exercise periods of the human cargo.

Greene, B.				J
Philip Hall Likes Me, I Reckon Maybe
Beth is confused by her relationship with the 
cutest and smartest boy in sixth grade.

Gutman, D.				J
Jackie & Me: A Baseball Card Adventure
Joe goes back in time to 1947 to meet 
Jackie Robinson and turns into an African-
American boy in the process.

Hamilton, V.				J/Y
The House of Dies Drear
An African-American family tries to unravel the 
secrets of their new home, which was once a stop 
for runaway slaves on the Underground Railroad.

Hamilton, V.				J
Sweet Whispers, Brother Rush
When 14 year-old Tree meets the ghost of her 
dead uncle, he takes her back in time to help her 
understand and deal with her family’s problems.

Hansen, J.	 			J
I Thought My Soul Would Rise and Fly:  
The Diary of Patsy, a Freed Girl
Twelve year-old Patsy keeps a diary at the end 
of the Civil War when freedom was granted 
to former slaves.  Dear America Series.

Holt, K.				J
Mister and Me
In a small Louisiana town in 1940, Jolene does not 
want her Momma to marry but even her most 
defiant behavior will not make the man go away.

Johnson, A.				J
Toning the Sweep
On a visit to her grandmother who is dying 
of cancer, 14 year-old Emmie hears many 
stories about the past and her family history 
and comes to a better understanding 
of relatives both dead and living.

Lester, J.				J
Long Journey Home: Stories from Black History
Meet Rambler, a runaway slave roaming the 
countryside with a guitar, who knows the only 
way to stay free is to keep moving. Louis is 
another runaway, fleeing the plantation where 
he was raised because he is about to be sold. 

Levine, G.				J
Dave at Night
Dave sneaks out of the orphanage at night 
to join the music and culture-filled world 
of the Harlem Renaissance in the 1920s.

McKissack, P.				J
Dark-Thirty: Southern Tales of the Supernatural
A collection of ghost stories with African 
American themes, designed to be told during 
the Dark Thirty-the half hour before sunset 
when ghosts seem all too believable.

Myers, W.		   		J
The Journal of Biddy Owens:  
The Negro Leagues
Biddy, a batboy for the Birmingham 
Black Barons, describes the games, road 
trips and racial segregation facing the 
players.  My Name is America Series.

Myers, W.				J/Y
Scorpions 
After reluctantly taking on the leadership 
of a gang, the Scorpions, Jamal finds that 
his enemies treat him with respect when he 
acquires a gun--until a tragedy occurs.

Paulsen, G.				J
Nightjohn
Twelve year-old Sarny’s life as a slave becomes 
even more dangerous when a newly arrived 
slave offers to teach her how to read.

Pinkney, A.				    J
Abraham Lincoln: Letters from a Slave Girl
A fictional correspondence between 
President Lincoln and a 12 year-old slave 
girl that discusses his decision to write 
the Emancipation Proclamation.

Porter, C.		     		  J
Meet Addy: An American Girl
Addy and her mother make a journey 
north from slavery, holding fast to their 
dream that their family will be free and 
together again.  American Girl Series.

Robinet, H.				    J
Walking to the Bus-rider Blues
Twelve year-old Alfa, his older sister 
and their grandmother struggle for rent 
money and food as they participate in the 
Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott in 1956.

Taylor, M.				    J
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
Newbery Award winning story about a black 
family living in the South during the 1930’s 
and facing  prejudice and discrimination 
which their children don’t understand.

Walter, M.				    J
Suitcase
Despite his love of drawing and his feelings of 
inadequacy as an athlete, 6th grader Xander 
“Suitcase” Bingham works to become a baseball 
player to win the approval of his father.

Woods, B.				    J
The Red Rose Box
Though Leah dreams of leaving Louisiana, 
where the Jim Crow laws continue to keep 
Southern African-Americans down, she 
finds that leaving home is a hard choice.

Woodson, J.				    J
Maizon at Blue Hill
After winning a scholarship to an academically 
challenging boarding school, Maizon 
finds herself one of only five blacks there 
and wonders if she will ever fit in.
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Turn to us.  
The choices will surprise you.


