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Books for Younger Readers
Blomgren, J.			E
Where Do I Sleep?: A Pacific Northwest Lullaby
Rhyming text describes some of the young 
animals–from a gray wolf pup and a horned 
puffin to a cougar kit and a small brown 
bat–as they settle down to sleep.

Brisson, P.			E
Kate on the Coast
Kate’s letters to her best friend back home 
chronicle her family’s move to the Pacific 
Northwest and their travels in Washington, 
Alaska, Canada, California, Oregon and Hawaii.

Hopkinson, D.		J
Sailing for Gold
In 1897, an orphan named David witnesses 
the uproar as Seattle learns that gold 
has been discovered in Alaska.

Losi, C.				E
Salt & Pepper at the Pike Place Market 
Two dogs that look identical, one who 
lives on a boat and one who is pampered 
in a penthouse apartment, get switched 
accidentally in Seattle’s Pike Place Market.

Sloat, T.				E
There Was an Old Lady  
Who Swallowed a Trout! 
Set on the coast of the Pacific Northwest, 
this variation on the traditional cumulative 
rhyme describes the silly consequences 
of an old woman’s fishy diet.

Vaughan, R.			E
Eagle Boy: A Pacific Northwest Tale 
An Indian boy’s friendship with eagles 
ultimately saves his village in the 
Pacific Northwest from starvation.

Winkelman, B.		E
Sockeye’s Journey Home:  
The Story of a Pacific Salmon 
Swimming against the current and avoiding 
fishing nets and predators, Sockeye Salmon 
travels from the Pacific Ocean through Puget 
Sound, the Ballard Locks Canal, Lake Union, 
Lake Washington and up the Cedar River 
to return to his birthplace and spawn.

Books For Older Readers
Beatty, P.			J
The Nickel-Plated Beauty
In the Washington Territory of 1886, the 
seven resourceful Kimball children devote 
themselves to earning enough money 
to buy their mother a new stove.

Capeci, A.			J
Danger, Dynamite! 
Ten-year-old Billy, his best friend Finn and a 
girl named Dannie, living in a 1920s camp of 
railroad workers in the Cascade Mountains, 
follow clues to try to uncover the relationship 
of a stolen crate of dynamite with gold 
taken during an 1893 train robbery.

Creedon, C.			J
Blue Wolf 
Following the death of his mother, fourteen-
year-old Jamie is sent to live with his mysterious 
aunt in the wilds of the Pacific Northwest, where 
he discovers some long-hidden family secrets.

Duey, K.				J
Josie Poe: Palouse, Washington, 1943
Josie lives in the little farming town of 
Palouse, Washington during World War II. She 
is ashamed of her older brother, Tom, who 
hasn’t enlisted in the armed services. When 
a robbery seems to involve Tom, Josie has 
to find out the truth about her brother.

Franklin, K.			J/Y
Grape Thief
In 1925, in a small Washington State community 
made up of families from different ethnic 
backgrounds, twelve-year-old Cuss tries to 
stay in school as he watches those around him 
struggle with various financial difficulties.

Hamm, D.			J
Daughter of Suqua
In the early 1900s as change comes to the village 
on the Puget Sound where she lives, ten-year-
old Ida Bowen worries about what is ahead for 
herself, her parents, beloved Little Grandma 
and other members of the Suquamish people.

Hobbs, W.			J/Y
Ghost Canoe
Fourteen-year-old Nathan, fishing with the 
Makah in the Pacific Northwest, finds himself 
holding a vital clue when a mysterious stranger 
comes to town looking for Spanish treasure.

Holm, J.				J/Y
Boston Jane: An Adventure
Schooled in the lessons of etiquette for young 
ladies of 1854, Miss Jane Peck of Philadelphia 
finds little use for manners during her long 
sea voyage to the Pacific Northwest and 
while living among the American traders and 
Chinook Indians of Washington Territory.

Kehret, P.			J
Volcano Disaster
When an “Instant Commuter” transports him 
to Mount Saint Helens during its eruption, 
twelve-year-old Warren cannot get himself 
back to his own home in his own time.

Kesey, K.				J
The Sea Lion: A Story of the Sea Cliff People 
Although taunted for his small size and bad 
leg, Eemook proves his worth by saving his 
Northwest tribe from an evil and powerful 
spirit that comes visiting one stormy night.

Nickerson, S.			J/Y
How to Disappear Completely and  
Never Be Found
With a swimming medal, the key to a mansion 
and a comic book about a half-man/half-rat as her 
only clues, a twelve-year-old girl seeks the true 
story of her father’s mysterious death four years 
earlier near an island in the Pacific Northwest.

Wilson, B.			J
A Clear Spring
While visiting relatives in Seattle, twelve-year-old 
Willa explores the ethnic diversity of her family 
and investigates the pollution of a salmon stream.

Folk and Fairytales
Cohlene, T.			   J398.2089
Clamshell Boy: A Makah Legend
Retells the legend of Clamshell Boy, who rescues 
a captured group of children from the dreaded 
wild Basket Woman. Includes information on 
the customs and lifestyle of the Makah Indians.

Luenn, N.			   J398.208997
Miser on the Mountain:  
A Nisqually Legend of Mount Rainier 
A re-telling of the traditional Pacific Northwest 
Native American story of a man who climbed 
Mount Rainier to collect a valuable shell and, as 
a result, discovers what is truly important in life.

Lelooska			   J398.208997
Spirit of the Cedar People:  
More Stories and Paintings of Chief Lelooska
This is the second volume of myths and 
legends drawn from the oral traditions 
of the Northwest Coast Indians. The first 
volume is titled, Echoes of the Elders.

Martin, R.			   J398.21
The Boy Who Lived with the Seals
A lost boy who has grown up in the 
sea with seals returns to his Chinook 
tribe, but is strangely changed.

McDermott, G.		  J398.20899
Raven: A Trickster Tale from  
the Pacific Northwest
Raven, a Pacific Coast trickster, 
brings light to the world.

Murphy, C.			   J398.2
The Prince and the Salmon People
When the salmon stop coming to his village, a 
Tsimshian prince travels to the world of the Spring 
Salmon People and discovers the vital connection 
between the human and animal worlds.

Nonfiction
Bredeson, C.			  J551.210979
Mount St. Helens Volcano: Violent Eruption 
An account of how and why Mount St. Helens 
erupted in May 1980, the destruction it 
caused and the return of life to that area.

Cocke, W.			   J979.7
A Historical Album of Washington 
A history of Washington, from its early 
exploration and settlement to modern day. 

Heinrichs, A.			  J979.7
Washington 
An easy to read introduction to history 
and facts about Washington State. 
This Land is Your Land series.

Hirschi, R.			   J979.700497
People of Salmon and Cedar
Color drawings and black and white 
photographs illustrate this introduction 
to many Puget Sound tribes.

McAuliffe, E.			   E979.7
Washington Facts and Symbols
Provides information about Washington State’s 
nickname, motto, emblems and more!

McNutt, N.			   J745.509701
The Bentwood Box
Includes instructions for making a traditional 
bentwood box, with information about its uses 
and symbolism. The author has also written 
three other books exploring Northwest Native 
American traditional art, The Button Blanket, 
The Cedar Plank Mask and The Spindle Whorl.

Mumford, E.			   J979.782
The Man Who Founded a Town
The biography of George Washington, African 
American founder of Centralia, Washington.

Smith, M.			   J979.7
E is for Evergreen: A Washington Alphabet
Readers will discover the wonders of Washington 
State, from its natural beauty (Mount Rainier 
and evergreen forests) to its famous residents 
(Jimi Hendrix and Bigfoot) and familiar skyline 
(Seattle’s Space Needle).
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