Funke, C. JY
Inkheart

Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her
father Mo, who repairs and binds books

for a living, can “read” fictional characters
to life. She becomes involved when one of
those characters tries to force Mo to release
an immortal monster from the story.

Houston, J. Y940.5472
Farewell To Manzanar: A True Story of
Japanese American Experience During and
After the World War Il Internment

The true story of one spirited Japanese American
family’s attempt to survive the indignities

of forced detention, and of a native-born
American child who discovered what it was like
to grow up behind barbed wire in the U.S.

Jurmain, S. Y370.92
The Forbidden Schoolhouse: The True and
Dramatic Story of Prudence Crandall and Her
Students

When Prudence Crandall decided to admit
African-American girls to her exclusive
Connecticut girls’ school in 1833, she

faced many challenges including racial
discrimination, riots, arson and a jail sentence.

Le Guin, U. Y
A Wizard of Earthsea

A boy grows to manhood while attempting
to subdue the evil he unleashed on the world
as an apprentice to the Master Wizard.

L'Engle, M. JIY

The Arm of the Starfish

A marine biology student reporting to his

summer job on an island off Portugal finds
himself at the center of a power struggle between
his boss and another group of Americans.

Magorian, M. JY
Good Night Mr. Tom

A battered child learns to embrace life when
he is adopted by an old man in the English
countryside during the Second World War.
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Paton, A. Y
Cry, the Beloved Country

The moving story of Zulu pastor Stephen
Kumalo and his son Absalom is set against the
backdrop of South Africa, a land and people
torn by racial inequality and injustice.

Richter, C. Y
The Light in the Forest

True Son had been born into a frontier
family, but all he could remember, all that
he loved, was Native American. Now, at
fifteen, he was ordered to go back to the
white man, whom he had learned to hate.

Schmidt, G. Y
Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy

In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new
home of Phippsburg, Maine, until he meets
Lizzie, a girl from a poor, nearby island
community founded by former slaves. The
problem is that Turner’s dad and others want
to change the island into a tourist attraction.

Stroud, J. JIY
The Amulet of Samarkand

Nathaniel, a magician’s apprentice, summons
up the djinni Bartimaeus and instructs him
to steal the Amulet of Samarkand from

the powerful magician Simon Lovelace.
Book 1 in the Bartimaeus Trilogy.

Whelan, G. Y
Homeless Bird

When thirteen-year-old Koly enters into

an ill-fated arranged marriage, she must
either suffer a destiny dictated by India’s
tradition or find the courage to oppose it.

KING
COUNTY
For more great reads please LIBRARY
visit www.kels.org/kids
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Challenging
Reads for
Grades 3-6

KING
COUNTY

LIBRARY
Turn to us.

The choices will surprise you. SYSTEM
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