
Morton-Shaw, Christine		  J
The Hunt for the Seventh
When his father starts a new job at Minerva 
Hall as gardener, twelve-year-old Jim discovers 
an ancient curse that needs to be unraveled 
before disaster happens. 273 pages

Mould, Chris				    J
The Icy Hand
Spending the winter at Candlestick Hall, the home 
he inherited from his great-uncle Bartholomew, 
young Stanley encounters a headless ghost, a 
talking fish, and a female companion who joins 
Stanley in a battle against “deadly” pirates bent 
on stealing a magical family heirloom. Part of the 
Something Wickedly Weird series. 174 pages

Newbery, Linda			   J
Lost Boy
After Matt moves to Hay-on-Wye in Wales, a boy his 
age who bears the same initials and was killed in a car 
accident many years earlier, appears to Matt. 194 pages

Olson, Arielle North 	 J398.27
More Bones: Scary Stories From Around the World
Can you escape from an evil wizard? Can you 
outrun a corpse? Can you learn secrets from a 
severed head? These terrifying questions—and 
many more—enliven twenty-two tales collected 
from around the world and retold. 162 pages

Poblocki, Dan				   J
The Stone Child
When friends Eddie, Harris and Maggie discover 
that the scary adventures in their favorite author’s 
fictional books come true, they must find a way to 
close the portal that allows evil creatures and witches 
to enter their hometown of Gatesweed. 274 pages

Priestley, Chris			   J
Tales of Terror from the Black Ship
One stormy night, in their family’s otherwise 
deserted Cornwall inn, twelve-year-old Ethan 
and his sister Cathy shelter a mysterious guest 
who indulges their love of the macabre by 
telling horror stories of the sea. 243 pages

Shearer, Alex				    J
Canned
Fergal Banfield, an eccentric lad who collects 
cans, is surprised to find some unexpected—
and even alarming—things in a few of his 
treasures, and when he meets Charlotte, another 
collector, they begin an investigation that leads 
them into dangerous territory. 237 pages

Teitelbaum, Michael		  J
The Scary States of America
Twelve-year-old Jason Specter, self-proclaimed 

“clearing house for the weird,” introduces and 
presents his favorite stories of the paranormal, 
one from each state of the Union. 404 pages

Thornton, Duncan			   J
Shadow-Town
When they are sent to live on their grandmother’s 
farm for the summer, cousins Jack and Rose soon 
discover that the horrifying stories of dark creatures 
called the Whisperers are very real–especially 
when their friend Tamlin disappears. 280 pages

For more great reads please visit the 
Kidspage at www.kcls.org/kids.
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Books for Younger Readers
Bergman, Mara			   E
Snip Snap! What’s That?
Three siblings are frightened by the wide mouth, long 
teeth, and strong jaws of the alligator who has crept 
up the stairs–until they decide they have had enough.

Dubosarsky, Ursula			  E
The Terrible Plop
When a mysterious sound sends the whole forest 
running away in fear, only the littlest rabbit is 
courageous enough to discover what really happened.

Eeckhout, Emmanuelle		  E
There’s No Such Thing as Ghosts!
Despite his mother’s warnings, a young 
boy goes to visit a haunted house in 
hopes of catching a ghost. 24 pages

Kohara, Kazuno			   E
Ghosts in the House
Tired of living in a haunted house, a young 
witch captures, washes and turns her pesky 
ghosts into curtains and a tablecloth. 

MacDonald, Margaret Read 	 J398.209729
The Squeaky Door
When Little Boy is frightened by a squeaky 
bedroom door, his grandmother brings in various 
animals to help him feel secure enough to sleep.

Pulver, Robin				    E
Never Say Boo!
When Gordon, a ghost, moves to a new school, 
everyone is afraid of him until they learn that 
he is not as scary as they thought he was. 

Schertle, Alice				   E
The Skeleton in the Closet 
A scary/funny skeleton frightens a boy in his bedroom 
while it searches his closet for clothes to wear.

Thiesing, Lisa				    E
The Viper
Peggy the pig receives a mysterious call from 
the “Viper” warning that he is coming in one 
year, with repeated calls which count down the 
dwindling time until his arrival. 32 pages

Books for Older Readers
Anderson, Jodi Lynn		  J
May Bird and the Ever After
Lonely and shy, ten-year-old May Ellen Bird 
has no idea what awaits her when she falls 
into the lake and enters The Ever After, home 
of ghosts and the Bogeyman. 317 pages

Avi						      J
The Seer of Shadows
In New York City in 1872, fourteen-year-old 
Horace, a photographer’s apprentice, becomes 
entangled in a plot to create fraudulent spirit 
photographs, but when Horace accidentally frees 
the real ghost of a dead girl bent on revenge, 
his life takes a frightening turn. 202 pages

Bruchac, Joseph			   J/Y
Night Wings
After being taken captive by a band of treasure 
seekers, thirteen-year-old Paul and his Abenaki 
grandfather must face a legendary Native American 
monster at the top of Mount Washington. 194 pages

Collier, James Lincoln		  J
The Dreadful Revenge of Ernest Gallen
When Eugene starts hearing a voice inside his 
head telling him to do awful things, it leads him 
to look into his small town’s past before the 
Depression, and to discover long-hidden secrets 
about his neighbors and his town. 232 pages

DeFelice, Cynthia			   J
Ghost of Poplar Point
When a ghost makes its presence known at the town’s 
first pageant, a portrayal of the relationship between 
the town’s early settlers and local Seneca Indians, Allie 
Nichols’ summer vacation is put on hold as she tries to 
figure out what the ghost wants and why it has chosen 
this particular event to let it be known. 183 pages

Gaiman, Neil				    J/Y
Coraline
Looking for excitement, Coraline ventures through 
a mysterious door into a world that is similar, yet 
disturbingly different from her own, where she must 
challenge a gruesome entity in order to save herself, 
her parents, and the souls of three others. 194 pages

Grabenstein, Chris			   J
The Crossroads
When eleven-year-old Zack Jennings moves to 
Connecticut with his father and new stepmother, 
they must deal with the ghosts left behind 
by a terrible accident, as well as another kind 
of ghost from Zack’s past. 325 pages

Griffin, Peni R.				   J
The Ghost Sitter
When she realizes that her new house is haunted by 
the ghost of a ten-year-old girl who used to live there, 
Charlotte tries to help her find peace. 131 pages

Hague, Michael			   J Book
The Book of Ghosts
This collection features classic ghost stories adapted 
from such legendary writers as Edgar Allen Poe, 
Washington Irving and Oscar Wilde. 140 pages

Hahn, Mary Downing		  J
Deep and Dark and Dangerous
When thirteen-year-old Ali spends the summer with 
her aunt and cousin at the family’s vacation home, 
she stumbles upon a secret that her mother and aunt 
have been hiding for over thirty years. 187 pages

Hamilton, Martha			   J398.2 
Scared Witless: Thirteen Eerie Tales to Tell
A collection of folktales, primarily from the 
United States, as well as one adaptation 
and two original stories, each followed by 
tips for novice storytellers. 61 pages

Hardinge, Frances			   J
Well Witched
Three friends fall prey to the demands of the 
Well Witch when they trespass in her wishing 
well and steal some coins. 390 pages

Kehret, Peg				    J
Stolen Children
When armed thugs crash into the house and take 
them away to a cabin in the woods, babysitter 
Amy realizes she and little Kendra have become 
pawns in a dangerous ransom plot and must find 
a way for the two of them to escape safely before 
their captors make their next move. 165 pages


